
   

THE EUROPEAN COUNCIL OF SHOPPING PLACES (ECSP) AND SAFE ASSET GROUP 
LAUNCH RISK AND RESILIENCE WORKING GROUP 

Special focus on integrating robust risk and resilience strategies into ESG standards. 

BRUSSELS, June. 28, 2022 - The European Council of Shopping Places (ECSP), the voice for Europe’s retail property 

sector, has today announced the launch of its new risk and resilience working group. The group was set up in 
collaboration with SAFE Asset Group, an international advisory and certification organisation and a partner of ECSP. 

Driven by the rise in geopolitical instability and economic uncertainty in recent years, the sector faces some specific 
challenges. The group will draw upon the expertise and experience of those involved to deliver practical guides and 
advice on risk and resilience for ECSP members and the broader industry.  Operational risks and industry risk assessment 
will be a key part of its programme, with a special focus on integrating robust risk and resilience strategies into corporate 
ESG standards. 

Announcing the new group, Peter Wilhelm, Chairman of ECSP said “The need for a safe, resilient and sustainable 
shopping future has never been more important. However, our sector faces a number of acute risks, and we must 
be prepared.” He added, “We’ve all been through a challenging few years, and recovery is now our priority at a 
time when there is even more uncertainty in the news. Our industry was disproportionately impacted by the 
pandemic, faces a unlevel playing field in terms of new and emerging regulation, must address the impact of 
climate change, and now some of our members are facing the direct consequences of a major European war. The 
work of this group will be business critical for our sector.” 

Erik Engstrand, CEO of SAFE Asset Group said, “Operational risk and resilience management questions will be a 
natural part to address in the council as its critical aspects of protecting people, property, business and industry 
reputation. The focus must change from a perspective of security solely, to a view of Risk and Resilience to ensure 
an agile and quick way to act for the industry with the goal to bring a clear value to the business.”  

If you are interested finding out more about joining the working group or becoming a member of ECSP, please reach out 
to the Secretary General at secretary.general@ecsp.eu.  

-end- 

For further details, please contact: 

• Marcus Pepperell, FTI Consulting for ECSP: +32 477 190165 / Marcus.pepperell@fticonsulting.com  

• Erik Engstrand, CEO of SAFE Asset Group: +46 70 720 3001 / Erik@safeassetgroup.com  

About European Council of Shopping Places (ECSP) 
The European Council of Shopping Places provides a European voice for an industry that designs, creates, funds, 
develops, builds and manages places anchored by retail across Europe. Its members are a catalyst for sustainable urban 
regeneration and represent an important civic function in virtually every European community. For more information, 
please visit www.ecsp.eu  
 

About SAFE Asset Group 
Headquartered in Sweden, SAFE Asset Group is an international advisory and certification organisation that offers 
their world-renowned expertise to property owners of all asset classes. The Group is known for the SHORE 
certification, the only globally acknowledged certification for operational risk, resilience, and governance of real 
estate.  SHORE is an acronym for Safe Hospitality, Office, Retail, and Exhibitions. The SHORE certification is 
available for properties where people work, meet, shop and stay and for companies managing them. 
www.safeassetgroup.com 
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